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Churchill was therefore overtaken by fresh instructions, and
his mission was limited to ceremonies and thanks.1   On this
visit Churchill seems to have committed an unusual indis-
cretion.   " The Earl of Galway," says Burnet,
told me that when he [Churchill] came over [to France] in the
first compliment upon the King's coming to the Crown, he said
then to him that if the King was ever prevailed upon to alter
our religion he would serve him no longer, but would withdraw
from him.2
Charles James Fox comments:
How little could Barillon guess that he [Louis XIV] was
negotiating with one who was destined to be at the head of an
Administration which in a few years would send the same
Lord Churchill not to Paris to implore Louis for succour towards
enslaving England or to thank him for pensions to her monarchs,
but to combine all Europe against him in the cause of liberty! 3
That this proved to be Churchill's last visit to Paris was not,
as will be shown in another volume, entirely his own fault.
He returned to England at the beginning of April in time for
the splendours of the coronation. An English peerage was
conferred upon him, and he became Baron Churchill of Sand-
ridge. Rougher work was soon at hand.
The news of King Charles's death fell like a thunderbolt
on his well-loved, wayward bastard at The Hague. Monmouth
by his natural vivacity had lent a fleeting gleam of gaiety to
the dull, strait-laced routine of the Dutch Court. Politics
apart, he had been received with genuine relish. But in the
midst of dancing and ice-carnivals came the news that, instead
of a father about to consummate an act of forgiveness, there
ruled in England an uncle who had suffered insult and exile
through his rivalry, whose last six years had been consumed
in struggling against the party he led, and who hated him
with all the hatred of intimacy, alike as Protestant and as
Pretender.
Monmouth's mood of despair led him to seek in  the
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